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Revisiting the 2003 Mercury Strategy for the 
Bay-Delta Ecosystem
The Delta Science Program is hosted two workshops on the latest in Delta 
mercury science in accordance with its mission to provide the best possible 
unbiased scientific information to inform water and environmental decision 
making, and to further the achievement of the State mandated coequal goals 
of providing a more reliable water supply for California and restoring the Delta 
ecosystem in a manner that protects and enhances the unique values of the 
Delta as an evolving place.
The June 2, 2016 workshop will bring the information presented and discussed 
during the January 26-28, 2016 workshop to provide a synthetic analysis of 
mercury science in the Bay-Delta watershed and the implications for 
monitoring, model updates, and management. 
The resulting workshop summary will inform managers towards the goal of 
identifying and selecting management actions to address mercury pollution. 
The workshops will also assess the progress made toward achieving the 
recommendations outlined in the 2003 Mercury Strategy document.
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PROGRAM OVERSEEING EFFORT

Delta Science Program

REFERENCE NUMBER

2016 Hg Workshop

CONTRACT NUMBER

564, 578

STATUS

Active (60% - 79%)

TARGET DATES

Start 1/13/2016

End 12/31/2016

FUNDING

Total Proposed Funding
$55,000
Total Actual Funding
$0
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ALIGNMENT WITH THE DELTA PLAN
GOAL

Improve Water Quality to Protect Human Health and the Environment

CORE STRATEGY

WQ CS 1
Water Quality 
Ch 6 - WQ recommendations: Require Delta-specific water quality protection

PERFORMANCE MEASURE(S)

WQ R1-01
Protect Beneficial Uses
There is no administrative performance measure for this policy at this time.

Recommendation states:
Water quality in the Delta should be maintained at a level that supports, enhances, 
and protects beneficial uses identified in the applicable State Water Resources 
Control Board or regional water quality control board water quality control plans.

WQ R2-01
Identify Covered Action Impacts
100 percent of covered actions that affect water quality in the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta identify any significant negative water quality impacts.

CORE STRATEGY

WQ CS 4
Water Quality 
Ch 6 - WQ recommendations: Improve environmental water quality

PERFORMANCE MEASURE(S)

WQ R8-06
Completion of Regulatory Processes, Research, and Monitoring for Water 
Quality Improvements
The State Water Resources Control Board and Regional Water Quality Control Boards 
complete Total Maximum Daily Loads and Basin Plan Amendments for 
methylmercury.

WQ R8-07
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COORDINATING BODIES TYPE

N/A Education/Outreach

HYDROLOGIC REGION(S) TOPICS

Statewide, Sacramento River, San 
Francisco, Delta

Ecosystem Water and Sediment Quality, 
Shallow Water and Marsh Habitat, Mine 
Remediation, Constituents – Mercury, Rivers 
and Streams, Sediment, Aquatic Food webs, 
Water Quality, Wetlands, Tidal Wetlands

Completion of Regulatory Processes, Research, and Monitoring for Water 
Quality Improvements
The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board review the methyl mercury 
control studies by December 31, 2018, and determine control measures for 
implementation starting in 2020.
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